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Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.17 pm]: At the national Building Ministers’ 
Forum in July last year, members of the building industry spelt out an almost endless list of challenges and 
inefficiencies they have experienced in delivering finished buildings. Many of these related to administrative 
burdens, delays and increased costs from complex approval processes, inconsistent local laws, and variations in 
local government processing. Others were about supply chains, contracting practices and the logistics of working 
on small lots and in already developed areas. They all highlighted the need for understanding and cooperation 
between industry, state government, local government and the community in order to deliver affordable, quality 
buildings. 

The Minister for Commerce believes that these concerns needed a wider audience among the state agencies and 
local governments that can actually do something about it. This happened at the inaugural building summit held 
on 2 February this year. The Minister for Commerce, together with the Ministers for Planning and Local 
Government and me, agreed that the summit would be an effective way to establish an efficient regulatory 
environment by strengthening productive relationships between the building industry, local government and key 
state government departments; identifying opportunities for simpler and more consistent building, planning and 
local government processes; and supporting innovation in the building industry and public administration. 

The summit, which was opened by the Premier, brought together more than 65 representatives from a range of 
peak industry associations and key stakeholders from industry, local government and state government, to 
discuss opportunities to improve existing processes and systems around planning, local government and building 
approvals. Some key ideas from the summit included providing more training, educational material and guidance 
notes, especially in R-code interpretation and local government policies; continuing to review and update the 
residential design codes, or R-codes, including for infill development; reducing inconsistency of interpretation of 
R-codes at local government level; standardising design advisory panels; improving consistency of local 
government processes, engineering and technical standards using best practice; and reviewing health legislation 
in areas where it duplicates or impacts on current building laws and standards. 

One of the key suggestions widely supported by attendees at the summit was the need for a single online system 
for building and planning approvals, particularly for single residential development. This suggestion gives the 
government confidence that its announcement in 2015 committing to the electronic enablement of the building 
and plumbing industries to be funded by an increase in the building services levy is an important initiative for the 
industry and would go a long way towards alleviating many of the frustrations and inconsistencies that were 
identified.  
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